THE MIDDLE YEARS
know how to observe ? To sew one's own boots, to
go on foot instead of travelling by train, all that
is only time thrown away; think of all the useful
things you could have been doing in it!" I quoted
him the English proverb "Cleanliness comes next
to godliness" and our Czech proverb "Cleanliness
is the half of health." But the long and the short of
it was that we couldn't understand each other. The
Countess was a sensible woman and hated to see
the unreasonable way in which Tolstoi gave away
everything he had; she thought of her children. In
her quarrel with Leo Nikolaievitch later I could
not help feeling her in the right.
The third time I visited Tolstoi was shortly
before his death in 1910; by that time he was
inwardly completely separated from his wife. He
was very nervous and uncontrolled. The village
doctor, who attended him, was a Czech called
Makovicky. He was unreasoningly devoted to
Tolstoi and his teaching; he carried a piece of
pencil-lead stuck in his finger-nail with which he
wrote down in a note-book in his hip-pocket all
that Leo Nikolaievitch said without his seeing. Sim-
plicity! The simple life! My God! The problem
of town and country cannot be solved by a senti-
mental morality and a declaration that the farmer
and rural life are the pattern for all. Agriculture
to-day is becoming industrialized; it cannot be